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STORY SUMMARY 

Peter Brossard leaves his home in southern California to become Youth Minister at a prestigious Southern 
Baptist Church in a prosperous suburb of Birmingham, AL.  Early on, we detect that he’s haunted by some 
shadowed specter from his past and that he comes to this new position and new city with sincere hopes of a 
fresh start.  Though he’s very attractive and capable, he is consumed with insecurity.  

Like any new job, the first weeks are spent acclimating to the new surroundings and responsibilities. Along with 
our main character, we meet the people who encircle his new position, including his beautiful next-door 
neighbor who envisions more than ministry with him, the church’s Music Minister who’s sexually involved with 
several women in the church, the teenagers who comprise the youth group and the adults who lead the church. 
He will also learn, by repeated encounter, the incredible amount of bureaucracy imbedded in an organization 
the size of First Baptist Church.  It will be a consistent source of frustration for him. 

As for himself, Peter soon recognizes emerging feelings for his married secretary, Laura. When Laura’s husband, 
Henry, is beaten and robbed, Peter drives Laura to the hospital, skipping an important staff meeting—a decision 
that doesn’t sit well with the Pastor, setting up a pattern of ongoing conflict between the two men.  The Pastor 
endeavors to maintain a stable environment while Peter reacts to the disregard of human suffering he sees in 
the institution—a contradiction in his mind. 

Peter later meets Henry and learns that he direct an inner city mission to meet the physical and economic needs 
of the predominately poor, black section of the city.  Peter is impressed with the man and with the work he is 
doing, so he volunteers to weekly help out at the mission.  Working at the mission, he meets Jerry Holden—a 
black ex-junkie his own age—and a deep bond develops between them.  It is Jerry who helps Peter face the 
ghosts of his past.  Their interracial friendship is not popular with the leadership of First Baptist, especially when 
Jerry attends a youth function.  

Henry becomes like the father to Peter, who’s own parent’s died when he was a teenager.  Ironically, Peter 
respect for Henry only compounds the guilt over his feelings for Laura. It’s Henry and the inner city mission that 
causes Peter to question the work at First Baptist; Henry’s ministry is so raw and real, and his joyful dedication is 
distinctly different from the lack of social concerns of First Baptist.  Watching Henry, Peter finds there’s a 
valuable, essential element missing in his own life…and his ministry.  It’s what Henry calls the Wind—a clear 
awareness of purpose in life and the freshness and joy in fulfilling that purpose.  And it’s Henry who challenges 
Peter to discover his own sense of destiny and purpose…to find “the wind.”  Henry tells Peter that a life of 
purpose will experience rewards beyond comprehension— what you give comes back in abundance (i.e., sow 
the wind, reap the whirlwind). It’s the search for this absent element that drives Peter throughout the first half 
of the book.  In the end, it’s the force that sustains him.  

Regardless of Peter’s unanswered questions and insecurities, there is a deep sense of satisfaction in his 
interaction with the young people and we move with him as he responds to their needs and problems.  In the 
course of his first year, Peter encounters the pregnant teenage daughter of the most powerful family in the 
church, a talented boy who’s being abused by his parents for his “homosexual tendencies,” a young prodigy 
slowly dying of cancer and the Senior Pastor’s daughter—a girl who wants so much to be thin that she goes to 
extreme measures to achieve her goal weight.  Each of these kids has a profound effect on his life and, 
conversely, he impacts their lives in ways he’s unable to see.   



His self-doubts create near-constant turmoil and secret drinking helps muffle the pain.  One night, being 
unfamiliar with the city, he accidentally ducks into a gay bar to avoid the advances of a hooker.  Inside, he meets 
a young man with a problem relationship.  Peter reluctantly decides to listen and help, not knowing the other 
party in the relationship is a member of First Baptist church who has never been an avid supporter of Peter’s 
ministry; they have clashed on several occasions.  It almost costs him his job, but in the end, Peter’s support and 
presence following a gay-bashing paves the way for another of his unlikely friendships. This gay couple is a 
valuable resource when a teenager is forced to enroll in a fundamental gay “recovery” program.  And it’s this 
couple that introduces Peter to a female minister with whom he falls in love. When she leaves town to take 
another position, he summons up the courage to pursue his own dreams and start his own youth organization, 
which is extremely successful and garners national attention.  

As the story ends, Peter’s life is settling into a comfortable routine.  Then comes a new crisis—Peter’s ministerial 
mentor is brutally murdered.  The things he’s learned from this man help him through the grief, but the death 
gives rise to questions about the ultimate direction of his own life.  However, the new questions don’t create the 
once-familiar turmoil.  Not everything is resolved and not all questions are answered, but we are left with a 
sense of hope with—and for—Peter.  He’s different than when we first met him, with an internal peace and 
personal confidence developed over the past three years.  He’s ready and able to confront the new 
challenges…and we know it.  

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES:  

The book covers a time span from April 1975 to 1979.  Many of the historical details are based on actual events 
gathered through personal remembrance (having lived in the area during this period) and through supplemental 
research.  The organizational structure, procedures and inherent philosophy of the church in the story come 
from my 15 years of experience in the Southern Baptist ministry, both as a Youth Minister and as a Senior 
Pastor.  Most of the incidents in the life of the main character are drawn from my own actual experiences.  
However, no real names are used in the story and even the suburban setting of First Baptist Church is fictitious.   


